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This year has been one which has required flexibility and a willingness to adapt. The impact of the pandemic has
meant that we have had to navigate our way through the requirements of alert levels and traffic light systems and
the impact that this has had on our camps, trips and activities and our ability to come together as a community. In
August the lockdown meant that we had to transfer our students to learning from home followed by on site bubbles
as the alert levels changed again. On returning to site again a number of events needed to be altered or fitted in
to adjusted timeframes as a result of the lockdown. Our October holidays were interrupted by the announcement
of the vaccine mandate and this term has been impacted as we have had to work through the many and varied
implications of this. Unfortunately, due to employment situations still being in process we are not in a position to
be able to acknowledge the individual staff impacted by this mandate however it is our intention to do so as soon
as it is possible as we are greatly aware of the significant impact that this has had.
I would like to acknowledge all of the staff, students, parents and community who have made this year possible,
providing interesting and engaging learning opportunities, those who have carried and supported tramps, camps
and day trips, those who have produced and enabled plays, led musical performances, and organised events.
Those who have enabled our special events to happen, project presentations, book week, festivals, our mid- winter
warmer for the community, the pantomime, and the shepherds play. In our school our students are supported in
their learning and educational journey, not just by teachers but also our wonderfully dedicated teacher aides, Nicole
with her Extra Lesson work, Robyn, John, Eva and Maggie our therapists, Maxine our counsellor, Lesley with her
years of experience in careers, Jenny and Rin for the care they provide our gardens and the children’s experience
of these.
I would like to thank Ruby Mackwell for stepping in to carry Class 7 this year and the wonderful commitment you
have given this group of students. I wish both Jade Powell and Danica Hensel Ondrusova all the very best for next
year, Jade as she takes time to refresh and focus on her own professional development and Danica for the fast
approaching arrival of her and Tobi’s baby. We also wish Thomas McArdle all the very best as he makes the
transition from Class 7 to Class 1 next year. At our High School prize giving we acknowledged Anna Follett and
Judith Grellman who are both embarking on new journeys next year. During their time at Taikura they have both
carried huge amounts in their respective subject areas and we wish them well for the next leg of their journeys. I
would also like to acknowledge Sanne Coulthard, who after 11 years carrying both the gym subject and space is
stepping into a new role of High School SENCO next year, we wish you all the very best for this and we thank you
for the many gifts and expertise you have shared with students and staff during your time in the gym.
We have been fortunate to have some wonderful applicants apply for the positions in Gym, Science, Handwork
and Social Sciences and we look forward to introducing these new staff members to our students and community
in the new year.
Wishing you all a wonderful festive season and restful summer break.
Christmas
In the eye of the soul is mirrored
The light of hope of the Earth.
Holy Wisdom of Worlds
Speaks in the heart of Man:
The Father’s eternal Love
Sends to the Earth the Son,
Who on Man’s pathway sheds
Bounty of Heaven’s Light
By Rudolf Steiner

Pippa Caccioppoli
Principal
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Examples of work from some Class 12 students.

Baxter Barron, Sebastian Wathey and Drew Porter smoothing the felt on the pool table with their Eftpos cards.

Table by Larissa Dance-Mollman

Chair by Lara Watson

Subbuteo Table (Table Football) by Drew Porter

Table by Francesca Janke

Table by Kody Johnston

Kia ora e ngā whānau, e te hāpori o Taikura,
Ngā mihi mahana o Tamanuiterā rāua ko Hineraumati ki a koutou katoa! Warm greetings to you all, as we come
to the final week of our school year.
This week I was sharing a whakatauākī (a proverb where the source is known) with a colleague, as a way to finish
a kōrero she has written for a tauira (student) as they come to their last festive activity in our kura. This whakatauāki
was spoken to King Tāwhiao in 1884 by the koroua (elderly male) Rangawhenua, prior to his journey to England.
It reminds me, when I find myself travelling somewhere or contemplating some inner journey, that taking a breath
and saying and feeling the depth of this whakatauākī can give me peace of mind.
Kia hora te mārino,
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana,
Kia tere te kārohirohi i mua i tō huarahi.
May peace be widespread,
May the sea glisten like greenstone,
And may the shimmer of light guide you on your way.
Kura and I want to acknowledge all those people who have contributed this year to the mauri (life force) of ‘He pito
kōrero’, with the varied articles, sharing of events and pūrākau (stories). We wish you all a joyful, whānau filled time,
and that it is rejuvenating for all!
Noho ora mai koutou, i raro i te manaakitanga o te Atua!
Nā, Matua Troy
He pito kōrero is a space dedicated to celebrating and promoting Te Reo me ōna Tikanga Māori.

As happened last year, your child's report will be available for collection from the Eurythmy Hall between 12:30 pm
and 2:00 pm and between 5:00 pm and 6:00 pm this coming Friday 17 December.
We ask you to please wear a mask and observe social distancing.
Alternatively for those unable to make this time reports may be collected from the office on Monday and Tuesday
20 and 21 December between 8:30 am and 11:00 am
If you would like to arrange another time for collection, or this arrangement will not work for you, please get in touch
with suzan.bart@taikura.school.nz by Tuesday 21 December so we can ensure your child's report gets to you before
the end of the year. They will not be posted out!

At Taikura we are fortunate to have a master craftsman commanding our woodwork room.
Paul Van Kampen is a passionate craftsperson and shares his knowledge with students
generously. Many students choose to spend their lunch time in this space. Here under the
skillful guidance of Paul they create works of art.
Such as this bag pictured here - a meticulously crafted leather crossbody bag made by
Millie McGuinness from Class 6.
Leatherwork is a craft Paul has introduced more recently for Classes 5,6 and 7.

A detailed view of the exquisite hand stitching. The clasp cover has been fashioned out of leather using a poker
machine.

We have had our Lower School and High School orchestras developing ensemble skills and building in number
year on year. If your child may be interested, we are looking for students who are interested in violin, viola, cello,
double bass, percussion, flute, clarinet, piano, and guitar.
We have tuition available for guitar, bass, banjo, piano, drums, percussion, voice,
flute, recorder, violin, viola, and cello. The start of the year is a great time to initiate
lessons for students and there is strong evidence instrument lessons improve
maths and reading skills. (Journal of Research in Music Education)
Lessons are available throughout the year and spaces are limited. Itinerant lessons
are available from Class 3 to Class 12 and need to be arranged in close
consultation with teachers whose lessons are affected.
I would like to warmly welcome our new itinerant tutors that have joined the music
department at the end of Term 4 this year.
Firstly, Thalita Magalhaes our new strings tutor. Thalita has a Teaching Degree in
Art Education, (Major in Music) and a Bachelor of Music from the Federal University
of Rio de Janeiro.
Thalita teaches violin at a number of schools in the Hawkes Bay and enjoys working with children, developing
their confidence in music. Thalita can also teach recorder and viola.
Thalita is already a part of the wider musical community in the Hawkes Bay through involvement in Suzuki classes.
Secondly, Rin de Lune, who is already working and a part of our community is
joining us for vocal tuition. Rin is an experimental singer-songwriter. Rin is a solo
artist who performs at local music venues under her stage name, de Lune.
Having grown up in a musical family, singing and playing music has always been
a part of her self-expression which led her to pursue music study, completing her
NZ Diploma of Music in 2020.
Rin, who enjoys teaching is always striving to instill confidence and facilitate the
freedom music provides to her students. If you would like to hear some of her
original music, check out www.delune.bandcamp.com
If you and your child are interested in lessons, please do get in contact with me
via my email: thomas.pearson@taikura.school.nz

Nga mihi,
Thomas Pearson

My son is off to university in February, so I’m looking for a tenant for the sleepout commencing the end of February
2022. Bathroom and kitchen facilities are shared, so this needs to someone who would be compatible and comfortable
with our particular circumstances of a family home comprising a sole parent (father) of a Class 5 student. Rent
$150/week plus bills. Contact Nick on 021 118 7724.

Kia ora, We have just moved to New Zealand, and are new to Taikura. We are a family of five, looking for housing.
We came for a job at the Hastings Health Centre next door, and so living near the area would be a nice option. We
don't have any pets, but we would be open to pet sit/house sit, if that were available as well. We would love to find
a partially furnished place, with garden space if possible. We welcome any suggestions, ideas, or offers you may
have. Thank you for considering. Please contact us- Annie- 022 035 7760 acfigurski@gmail.com

Inspired by nature and landscapes, my semi-abstract oil paintings are my conversations with colours. As my approach
to displaying and advertising my art is modest, this is a rare opportunity to view a selection of my paintings.
Picasso once said "Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life." This reflects how I feel about the artist
process and the importance of art. I was introduced to watercolour painting and studied the history of art while
attending Emerson College, England, at the end of the 1960s, then my involvement with Taikura Rudolf Steiner
School spanned 30 years, firstly as a parent and then a kindergarten teacher. Art works in this exhibition,
Colourscapes, have been painted since my retirement.
● Exhibition of paintings by Diana Bacchus 10 - 22 January, 2022
● Hastings Community Arts Centre Gallery 106 Russell Street, Hastings

This Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Advent and I’m offering a gift of four eurythmy sessions in preparation for
Christmas, to bring warmth and light into life.
Where: Anthroposophical Centre, corner Whitehead Road and Nelson Street.
When: Mondays starting 9:30 am.
KOHA is gratefully received to cover costs for hire of the room. All Welcome.
Sue Simpson sue.simpson0@gmail.com

